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the weakncfs cannot return any thing of ftrength, hohour, 
nr fafety to the head, but a debilitation and ruin* K. Charles* 
n liBi'urr. n* f \devilitns? Latin-] Weakhefsj fecblencfs ; 
languor 5 faintriefs ; imbecilliry, 

JVlcthiriKS I am partaker of thy pafiion. 

And in thy cafe do gkife mine own debility, Sidney. 

Aliment too vaporous or per fpi table will fubjeft it to the 
inconveni endes of too ftrong a per fpi ration, which are debi- 
lity? fain tings, and fn me times hidden death. Arluthn. on Alim. 
£)I BONA 1 R. adj. [debomain^ Fr] Elegant ; civil; well- 
bred; gentles coittplalfant. 

Crying, let be that lady debonair? 

Thon recreant knight, and foon thyfelf prepare 
To battle, if thou mean her love to gain. Fairy fhieen. 

He met her once a maying, 

T here on beds of violets blue, 

And frfth blown rofes wafh’d in dew. 

Fill’d her with thee, a daughter fair. 

So buckfom, blithe, and debonair * MUtsn, 

The nature of the one is debonair and adcoftakie ; of the 
other, retired and fuperciliotis ; the one quick and fprightful, 
the other flow and fain mine, Hovel's Vocal For Ah 

And flic that was net only pa fling fair, 

Rut was withal d If erect and del oiiuir? 

Rcfoiv'd the pafEve do£lrine to fulfil. Drydm's Nutfs Prujl. 

D r r o n Ah r h y . adv. [from debonair . ] Elegantly > w i th a gen- 
teel air. 

DEBT. n.f. [ deli turn? Latin ; dette? French.] 

1 . That which one man owes to another. 

There was one that died greatly in de t : well, fays one, it 
he be goaf, then he hath carried live hundred ducats of mine 
with him into the other world. Bacon, Apopbth, i + 1. 

Tl ic debt of ten thoufand talents, which the fa want owed 
the king; was no flight ordinary fum. Lhtppds Devotions* 
To this great lofs a fea of tears is due; 

But the whole debt not to be paid by you. 

Above a thoufand pounds in debt? 

Takes horfe, and in a mighty fret 
Rides clay and night. 

2, That which any one is obliged to do or fuffer. 

Your fon, mv lord, has paid a fold ter A debt ; 

He only livll but kill he was a man, 

But like a man he died. Sbakefptard s Jljacleth. 

De'eted. part . [from debt. To Debt is not found ] In- 
debted obliged to. 

Which do amount to three odd ducats more 
Than! ft and debted to this gentleman. Shat Gem. cfErrours * 
Df/btor. n*f [debitor^ Latin,] 

1 , He that owes fomething to another. 

I am debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians* both 

to the wife and to the unwife. Fs. L 14. 

The cafe of debtors in Rome, for the firfl four centuries, 
was, after the fee time for payment, no choice but either to 
pay, or be the creditors flaw. Swift* 

2. One that owes money. 

HI bring your fetter hazard back again, 

And th an k fu lly reft d d t c r fo 1 t h c h rlt . S h&t: * Me ? w cb, of f i w * 

If he his ample palm 
Should hap !y on ill-fated flioulder Jay 
Of debtor? ftrait his body, to the touch 
. Obfequious, as whilom knights were wont* 

To fome enchanted callle is convey'd. 

There dy’d my father, no man's debtor ; 

And there Til die, nor work, nor better. 

One fide of an account- book. 

When 1 look upon the debtor iide, 1 find fuch innumerable 

ar; teles, that I want arithmetick to call them up ; hut when I 
look upon the creditor fide, I find little more than blank 
, , ape r . Addtfms Spectator , N°. 549 * 

T)f.y u ll i t ioy. n. f [ debit 1 h ho? La t . ] A bubbling o r i ec t fi h 3 g 

J. / £ - 1 1 

over. . . . 

Dec a culminated. adj. [ dtcaeiminatus ? Latin.] Having toe 

top cut oft. 

De c ade, n f [»**, Gr. decas, Latin.] The fum of ten; 
a number containing ten. 

Men were not only out in the number of Tome da}-, the 
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and chiliads, chiefly for the ufe of computations m hi dory, 

chronology, and afironomy. 0> ' 

All rank’d by ten ; whole ciecatks, when they dire. 

Muff want a Trojan flavc to pour the wine. Itpet Mat- 
1 >f C a'dekcy, n. f [decadence, French-] Decay ; tall. Fir.. 
Ds'cacos. n. f. [from &**, ten, mil W * corner. J a 
plain figure in geometry, having ten hues and angles. 
Df'caloRe. n.f [.W.,SK Greek.] The ten command- 

men ts given by God to Mofes. , . , 

The commands of God arc dearly revealed bcti in tic 

deadogue and other [ arts of flared writ. _ J+awmsm. 

To DECAMP, v. si. [diemper, French.] To flu ft the camp; 

• w move 


aAipmekt. 11, f. [from decamp ] The aft of fluffed t!-e 
camp. 

To DECA'NT. v. a. [decants? Lat, decanter? l r r.] To pour 
off gently by Inclination. 

I ake aqua forth? and difiblve in it ordinary coined fiver 
and pour the coloured fulution into twelve times as much fair 
water, and then decant ur filtrate the mixture, that it mny b- 
very clear. f 

They attend him daily as their chief, 

Decani his wine, and carve bis beef. Swift. 

Decanta'tigest. 7 i, f [decant at ofi ? Fr ] The aft of decamin* 
or pouring off clear. 

Decanter, n.f [from decant.] A gkxfs vefle! made for pour- 
ing off liquor dear from the lees. 

To Dec \ 'r 1 t a t e . v. a. [ dec aid to? Latin - ] Fo behead. 

'Fo DEC AY. ix n. [dicheoir? Fr. from tie and cad-e? Latin.] 
To lofc excellence ; to decline from the flats of perfcSiuiij 
to be gradually impaired. 

'i’hs monarch oak 

Three centuries grows, and three he flays 
Supreme in ftatc, and in three more decays. Dr*; 'or 

The garlands fade, the vows are worn away ; 

So dies her love, and fo my hopes decay. TVr. 

To Df.'cay, v. a . lo impair ; to bring to decay. 

Infirmity, that decays the wife, doth ever make better the 
fool. Shakej; ear t s Twelfth Night. 

Cut off a flock of a tree, and by that which you cut off 
to putrefy, to fee whether it will decay the reft of the flock. 

Bacon's Natural FUJI cry? Nx qnj. 
He was of a very final! and decayed I or tune, and of noguod 
education, G l&raidzn. 

Decay'd by time and wars, they only prove 
Their former beauty by your former love. Drydan 

In Spam our Jprin^s, like did men’s children, be 
Decay d and wither’d from their infancy. Dryd. tnd. Bop. 
It is fo ordered, that almoft every thing which corrupts the 
foul decays the body* Addy nd Guardian? N‘. 1 2c. 

Df.caAx 71. f [from the verb.] 

1. Decline from the ftatc ot perfeftion; flats of diminution. 

What comfort to this great decay may come, 

ST 11 be ap p lied* Sha \ fpcarcs Kt ng L cor. 

She has been a fine I-dy, and paints and hides 
Her decays very well. Fan. Johnjcids Cahlm* 

And thofe decays? to f]ieak the naked truth, 

Tlirough the defects of age, were crimes ot youth. DeAm*n. 
By real on of the tenacity of fluids, and attrition of ihtir 
parts, and the weakncfs of elafticity in folids, motion is iuudi 
mure apt to be left than got, and I always upon the decay. Newt* 
Each may feel encreafes and decays. 

And fee now dearer and now darker days, f 'jhy on Crhidfn. 

Taught half by reafon, half by mere decay? 

To welcome death, and calmly pals away. 

2. The effefts of diminution , the marks of decay. 

They think, that whatever is called old muft have the decoy 
of time upon it, and truth too were liable to mould and rat- 
ten nefc. 

3. Declenfioft from profperiry, , 

And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay wall 

thee, then thou ihak relieve him. Lcvit > xxv. 

I jim the very man. 

That, from ycuv firfi of difference and decay? 

Have follow'd your fed fteps. Siaktjtcards king Da * 
Dec'aver. m f [from decay, j Th?X w hie h caufes decay. 

Yaiir water is a fore decayer of your v.horfcm dead body. 

Ska kc [peart s * air act. 

DECE'ASE. n.f. [dcctjfus. Eat ] Derail; departure fromlifc. 
Lauds are bv huixu'Ji law, in ferric places, alter tiic p wl ' er * 
dea-e/i, divided unto all lib children; in fane, all ddccnc-c; 
to die ddefl fon. H:shcr , b. f f • I0 - 

To Debase. V . n. { liceti, Latin.] To die ; to depart iron 

life 

He tells us Arthur is deceas'd to-night. Snalef Khg j 

You fhah die 

Twice now, where others that mortality 
In her fair arms holds, fhalFhut once deceafi* Chapm 
His lat eft victories ft i 13 thickcfl came, 

As, near the centre, motion doth mcrenfe : 

Till he, prefs’d down by his own weighty name, ^ 
Did, like the venal, under ipoife dt ceife. v f 

DECEIT, n.f \dicepth? Latin.] 

1 „ Fraud ; a cheat ; a fallacy ; any prafticc by which la 

made to pafe for truth. 

My lips flia! I. not fpealc wickednefe, nor my ton- u 

deceit* * 

% 

2. Stratagem ; artifice* 

Hi s demand 
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collufion, practice and offence, ufed to d.cn,c 
by any means, which hath no atlu’i proper or par «. •• ^ 

but offence . p £ c $ ul. 
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Dim'itfi-l. adj. [dm it aH<l /»//.] Fraudulent; full of 

deceit. f _ . 

I grant him bloody, 

Luxurious, avaricious, falfe, deceitful? 

Sudden, malicious, fmacklng of cv’ry fin 

That has a name. Shahfpeare s Macbeth. 

The lovdv young Lavihia once had friends, 

And fortune Qnil’d, deceitful, on her birth. Tbapfons Autumn. 
Deceitfully, adv. [from deceitful.] J* rauduLntly ; with 
deceit, * 

Excrctfe of form rnav be deceitfully difpatchcd of courfc, 

Wotton* 

Dece'etfulness. n.f [from deceitful d\ I he quality of being 

fraudulent ; tendency to deceive. 

Thu care of this world, and the deceit ftdmfi of riches, 
choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful* A fat. xiiL ic. 

D r c y/i v a u l e . adj. [ from deceive. ] 
i, Subjeft to fraud; expofed to impofture, 

Man was not only deceivabie m his integrity, but the angels 
of Ifeht in all their clarity. BrswiN Vulgar Ei rours? b. L e. i. 
How would thou ulb me now, blind, and thereby 
Deeehabic? in moft things as a child 
Hdpleft; hence eafiily contemn’ d and fcorn’d. 

And Idil neglefted. ^ Mi hods Agbnifics? L Q j§. 

2* Subject to produce errour ; dectttlul. 

It is eood to confider 0! deformity, not as a fign, whic is 
more dJceivabU? but as a caufe which feldom faileth of the 
effect. Bacons Ejfays, 

He received nothing but fair promlfes, which proved 
demvabie. Hayward. 

O everfailing truft 

In mortal ftrength ! And oh, what not in man 
Deceivabie and vain ? Mi Aon s AgoniJI rs , /. > 4 ^* 

Dec e'iv ableness- n. f [from deceivabie. j JLiablenefs to be 

deceivcd- 

He that has a great patron, has the advantage of his negli- 
gence and d ceeiva klcncjs . Government of the 1 ovguc? j, 8. 

To DECEIVE, v.a [dedpify Latin.] 

1. Vq caufe to mi flake ; to bring into errour ; to impede upon, 

home have been apt to be deceived into an opinion, that 
there was a natural or divine right of primogeniture to both 
eftate and power. Locks. 

2. To delude by flratagem, 

3* To cut off from expectation. 

The Turkifh general, deceived of his expectation, with- 
drew his fleet twelve miles off! Kudus s Hijiory of the Turks. 

I now belicvM 

I he happy day approach'd, nor arc my hopes deceiv'd. Dryd , 
4* To mock ; to fail. 

They rais'd a feeble cry with trembling notes. 

But the weak voice deceiv'd their gafping throats* Dryd , Mtt. 
‘Deceive it. n. j. [hom deceive.] One that leads another uuo 
errour ; a cheat. 

Sigh no more, ! tidies, figh no more; 

Men were deceivers ever : 

One foot in fea, and one on fliore ; 

1 o one thin a; canflant never. Shak. Machado about Nothin?. 

m m * . lJ> 

As fur \m difmiftion out of France, they interpreted it not 
as if lie were detefted, or neglcfted for a counterfeit de- 
ceiver. Bacon s Henry VI L 

I hofe voices, actions orgeftures, which men have not by 
any compact agreed to make the inftruments of conveying 
their thoughts one to another, are not the proper miUnimeuts 
of deceiving, fo as to denominate the perl'on ufmg them a 
lyar or deceiver. South's Sermons. 

It is to be admired how any deceiver can be fo weak to 
fore tel things near at hand, when a very few months muft 
of neceflity difeover the impofturc. Swift's Predictions, 

Adieu, the heart-expanding bowl. 

And all the kind deceivers of the foul. Popes Horace . 

n.f [dec ember? Latin,] The iaft month of the 
year ; but named decernber? or the tenth month, when the year 
began in March. * 

Men are April when they woo, and December when they 

Shakefpeares As you like it. 
What fliould w r e fpeak of. 

When we are old as you ? When we fliall hear 
Fhe ram and wind beat dark December. Shakefp , Cytrbcltntm 

ECB m pe dal. adj. [Irom dccempcda , Latin.] Ten feet in 
length. Di£f 

Dece'mvirate. n.f. [ dccemviratus , Lat.] The dignity and 
office ot the ten governours of Rome, who were appointed to 
rule, the commonwealth inftead of conluls. Their authority 
fubfifted only two years. 

DECENCY C h 'J' J? rench ; deed, [.atm,] 

1. Propriety of form; proper formality ; becoming ceremony. 

Thofe thoufand decenciet. that daily flow 
Lrom all her words and a£li»ns. Mhtoks Varadfe Loft. 
In good works there may be goodnefs in the general ; but 

decena and gracefulncis caff be only in die particulars in doim* 

the good* o, .10 ^ 

y Q1 ^ Sprat s Sermons. 
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Were the offices of religion ftript of all the external de- 
cencies of worfhip, they would not make a due tmpreflion on 
die minds of thofe who affift at them. At Ur bury s hermont. 

She fpeaks, behaves, and acts juft as fhe ought; 

But never, never reached gen’rous thought : 

Virtue flic finds too painful an endeavour, 

Content to dwell in decencies for ever. 1 

2. Suitablencfs to characfer; propriety* 

And muft I own, flic faid, my fecret fraart ? 

What with more dixcnce. were In filence kept* Drydm s sr.n* 
The next confiJeratiori, immediately fubfequent to the 
being of a thing, is wii.it agrees or dii.tgrecs with that thing; 
what Is fui table or uiifuitable to it ; and irom this fprings the 
notion of decency or Indecency, that which becomes 01 niii- 
bccomes. ' - South's Sermons. 

Sentiments which raife laughter, can ven f feldom be ^ad- 
mitted with any dcc ncy into an heroick poem* Jddif SpcPuct. 
3« Modefty ; not ribaldry ; not obfeenity. 

Im mod eft words admit of no defence; 

For want of decency is want of fen fe. Rofeornmn. 

D ece N'NiAL. adj. [ from disennium? Latin. J N‘ hat con tin ues 
for the fpacc of ten years* 

Decenno'val. 7 adj [ dec cm and novcm? Latin*] Relating 
Dscenncj'v ary . J lo the number nineteen. 

Meton, of old, in the time of thepeloponcfian war, con- 
ftituted a decern vat circle, or of nineteen years; the fame 
which we now call the golden number. Holder on Time. 

Seven months are retrenched In this whole dc ^ en to ' a y p 
grefs of the epaCts, to reduce the accounts oi her motion and 
place to thofe of the fun. Holder on Time * 

DeYfnt. adj. [decern? Lat. ] Becoming; fit; fait able* 

Since there muft be ornaments both in painting and poetry, 
if they arc not neceflary, they muft at Icaft be decent ; that is, 
in their due place, and but moderately ufed. Dryden. 

De^ci ntly. adv * [from decent f In a proper manner; with 
fuitiible behaviour ; without meannefs or oftentation* 

ft hey could not decently ref ufe aflftiance to a perfoji, who 
had puniXhed thofe who had Inful ted their relation. Broom 
2. Without immodefty. 

Paft hope of fafety, ftwas.his lateftcare, 

Like falling Caefer, decently to die* Dry dads Ann, Mi rah 

He performs what fricndftiip, jultice, truth require ; 

What could he more, but decently retire? StVifi* 

Decf.pt i bi'lxt v. n.f [from deceit.] Liablenefs to be de- 
ceived. 

Some errours are fo lldflaed in us, that they maintain their 
intefeff upon the deycptibi^ity of our decayed natures. Gkmviile m 
D E C I -: f P T 1 E h E . adj . [ from dc, < it. ] L la hie to be d ecci ved ; o pc n 
to impofture ; iubjeci to fraud 

The hr! I and father caufe of common errour, is the com- 
mon infirmity of human nature; of whofe dccejtih/e condi- 
tion, perhaps, there fliould not need any other eviction than 
the frequent errours we fliall ourfelves commit. brown* 

Df.ce'pti n* n.f [dcceuk? Latin; J 

1. ft he act or means of deceiving ; cheat; fraud; fallacy. 

Being thus divided from truth in them f elves, they are vet 
farther removed by advemeift deception. Brown 9 s F cigar Ban 
All deception is a mifapplyiug of thofe figns, which, by 
compact or inftitution. were made the means of mens ffeni- 
Fying or conveying their thoughts. South's Sermons* 

2 . 'Die Ante of being deceived, 

Reafon, not impoifiblv, mav meet 
Some fperious object by the foe fu horn'd. 

And fall into deception u t s a ware. A ditoPs Paradif LojJ, 

Dece'pt i uus. adj. [from deceit.] Deceitful; apt to deceive. 
Yet there is a credence in my heart. 

That doth invert th f atieft of ej es and ears ; 

As if thole organs had deaf thus funcHons, 

Created only to calumniate* SbaN/pearesTroiL mid Crsjfda* 
Deq PTiVt, adj. l irom deceit*] Having the power of de- 

cdv]na: DUN 

of deceit .Di£h 
_ taken off. DiPB 

ERPIIBEE, adj, [dccene^ Latin,] That may be taken 

UI£ - r ' Dia* 

Dec e nr it on, n.f [from deceeptf 1 'he aft of leflcninsc, or 
taking off* Dia 

D j c ER r A Tiox* Ihf [ daertatio? Lat in. ] A con ten ticn ; a 
itnving; a djfpute* 

Dec fusion, n.f [dcteffie? Latin.] A departure; a eoine 

* awa F* f DieZ 

I o Dec ha rm* v, a, [dtcharnwr? French.] To counter aft a 

charm; to difinchant, 

NotwithftanJing the help A phyfick, he was fuddenly 

T?™$& barnU ’* P witchcraft. Harvey on Cmfumptkm. 

loUitLiDfe ^ a. [ decide? Latin.] 1 

1 . fto fix the event of ; to determine. 

The day approach'd when fortune fliould Adde 

, ~ h . ' in P ortlt,,t enttrprize, ami give the bride. Dryd. Falks. 

2 , Jo determine a cjucilion or csipute. 

In council oft, and oft in battle tried 
Betwixt thj, mafter and tl :e world S, CnW/r 

6 k Wh* 


Dece'ptor y .adj. [from deceit.'] Containing means 
IJkCr. RP 1 .adj, [tleccrptitSy ! at. j Liminifhed; i 
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